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Our Mission and Scholarships   By Don Bestor, Jr., President

The Fort Pierce 
Jazz & Blues 
Society presents 
jazz and blues 

music to the public in a variety of 
ways, including: performances, 
festivals, free jam sessions, clinics, 
hands-on workshops, community  
education, and outreach initiatives. 
Our objectives are to foster greater 
awareness and enjoyment in the 
community for jazz and blues 
through education and performanc-
es, and to provide scholarships to 
deserving college-bound students 
who wish to further their knowledge 
and skill in the music field.

We continue to award merit schol-
arships to worthy area high school 
graduate musicians and singers, 
who have displayed high academic 
achievement, good citizenship and 
promising musicianship. Some  
scholarships are provided by donors 
interested in providing opportunities 
for those who earn the financial aid 
through an educational program  

designed by the Society in conjunc-
tion with our Educational Chairman, 
Mr. Al Hager, an educator for more 
than 30 years.  Other scholarships 
are funded by memberships in the 
Jazz Society and from revenues 
earned from the Saturday morning 
Jazz Market in Ft. Pierce, which is 
managed by the Society.  In addition 
to scholarships, winners receive a 
year’s membership to the Ft. Pierce 
Jazz and Blues Society. 

The Society provided $9,000 
worth of Scholarships for 2013,  
$13,000 for 2012, $9,000 for 2011,  
$7,000 in 2010, $6,000 for 2009 
and so on!

Students are welcomed  
all year long to come and  
sit in on any of our Jazz  
Jams and there is no  
admission charge  
for them when  
presenting  
a student ID  
card at  
the door.  

The Sunrise Theatre and the  
Ft. Pierce Jazz & Blues Society  
supports and underwrites this  
arrangement. 

If you care to provide a scholar-
ship to help a student afford going 
on to college, please do so!  It is tax 
deductable as we are a non profit, 
501 C 3 organization.  All of our 
scholarships are awarded in incre-
ments of $1,000 each.  If you would 
like to donate toward one $1,000 
scholarship, please do so!  Every 
dollar donated toward this scholar-
ship fund will eventually become 
another $1,000 scholarship.  This 
can be done online, at any one of 
our jam sessions, or any one of our 

events!  Please see one  
of our volunteers for help 
with this!

Thank you very much for 
your support and please 
know that we are aware that 
we cannot do this without 

your very special commitment  to 
support our endeavours. 

i can experience the joy of 
awarding Merit Scholarships  

to worthy students

i can help 
support  

appreciation 
of America’s 
original Art 

Forms

i can hear and enjoy  
professional jazz & blues  

locally  – every week !

 i can help bring good jazz 
into the schools  

at no cost to them

i can help  
High School  

Seniors continue  
their music  
education

Why should I  become a member?
“What’s in  it 
           for me?”?
	 I want to be a part of the best Jazz & Blues in Fort Pierce! 
	 Please Check One: o New  o Renewal

	� Please Check One:  �o Individual $50        o Family $75  
o Patron $100          o Corporate $500 
o Benefactor $250  o SCHOLARSHIP $1,000

The Fort Pierce Jazz & Blues Society is a nonprofit organization and all donations are tax deductible.

Name _ ____________________________________________________________________________________________

WINTER
Address __________________________________________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________________________State____________ Zip_____________________

SUMMER
Address __________________________________________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________________________State____________ Zip_____________________

E-Mail_______________________________________________ _    Phone  ( ___________ )  _____________________

ARE YOU A MUSICIAN?    o No o Yes – please list your instrumentS, including voice: 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

yes!  i would like to volunteer, at:  o membership    o promotions/pr

o Jazz jamso education  o newsletter  o fundraising  o events/concerts

Thank you for your continued support.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please mail this form and your check to:

Fort Pierce Jazz & Blues Society  •  PO Box 1086  •  Fort Pierce, FL 34954-1086

A Blast From The Past!
Elinor Samuels, former Board Member, donates  
her photo album from the Jazz Society’s early days.   
Chris Hulka, VP and Board Member, gladly accepts  
this gift on behalf of the Society.  

Thanks Elinor!

Scatman, jammin'  
at the PSL  

Botanical Gardens

Benefactor



FPJ&BS Membership  – We’re glad you’re here!
We would like to thank the following new members for joining the Fort Pierce Jazz & Blues Society. 
	Y our membership dollars help provide scholarships for students in high school who are committed to furthering their 
education in an institution of higher learning. Your contribution also allows us to produce local shows which we bring to the 
community at little or no charge and to provide live music to students of all ages in local schools during the school year. 
Without you, this would not be possible.
New  
Members
Anthony Anzalone
Frank Cramblitt
Maxine Felski
Brian & Yvonne Johnson
Jim Langone
Dorothy Leslie
Suzanne & Glenn Michaud
Jim & Kathie Osterman
Tahra Richardson
James Tavares
Vickie Trefeiner
Alex Trewyn
Thornton Turpin

reNewed  
Members
Peter Amar
Paul Amaru
Leonard & Peggy Berg
Marie Butt
Roy Daniels Family
John DeFranco
Mario & Ellen Gemininiani
Peter Green
Chiqui Guiribitey
James Guyer
Richard Hemingway
Janet Hoch
Pat Horan

Bill & Rhoda Jenkins
Bruce Miller
Lynn & Betty Nichols
Betty Palumbo
Joseph Parrinello
Dolores Principe
Henry Schmitz Jr. Family
Maurice Sedacca
Robert & Eileen Chapell
Joann Steinmeyer
Thomas & Vera Stopya
Joy Warshauer
Horace & Theora Webb
Joel & Deena Wynne
George & Ann Maria Zeridan

patrons
William Biebusch
Paul & Jo-Ann Berg
Art DiLucente Family
William Fish
Ralph & Lela Haldorson
Carl Hensley Family
Jane Koehler
Joseph/Agnes Schwartz/Hill
Sheldon Schuman
Dick & Maggie Westfall
Stanley & Susan Winters

benefactors
Henry Chamberlain
Shirley Kosar
Don & Georgia Musante
Anonymous angel

scholarship
benefactors
Tom & Kathy Dixon
Arthur & Andrea Mellon
Jack & Mardette  Miller
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 Blues –
Initial Origins
Although the blues eventually was  
shaped by elements of African as 
well as European music, its initial 
origins were shaped by the Africans  
who were displaced from their 
homeland and sold into slavery 
under very difficult conditions.

The blues initially was a type of 
“spoken speech” rooted in deep 
emotion. It expressed a depressed 
and disconsolate mental state valid 
for all members of the small sub-
society from which it emanated.

These feelings of defeat and 
downheartedness, also served as  
a catharsis for the slaves thereby  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

enabling the participants to return 
to their work environment albeit with 
a strong sense of resignation.

One of the most common blues 
components was the call and 
response coming from the field 
hollers and African chants. Call 
and response became a part of the 
Baptist religious services before 
morphing into marching jazz and 
subsequently into riffs. Arranged  
ensembles soon began incorporat-
ing these elements.

Riffs were commonly used in the  
arranged ensembles of the swing 
bands such as Count Basie,  
Fletcher Henderson, Benny  
Goodman and Benny Moten.

But to go back for a moment...  
the tribal groups of negroes off-
loaded from  the slave ships were 
split up and intentionally sent to  
different plantations in hopes that 
this would destroy the shared  
cultural patterns that helped hold 
them together.

During that period the blues  
were sung solo or in unison with 
little, if any, harmonic accompani-
ment. The blues initially was sim-
ply a mode of verbal expression 
through which a minority could 
express its suffering.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The only accompaniment might  
have been on a banjo. 

Most often a 12 bar sequence  
was typical using field hollers and 
works songs as the basic material.  
The degree to which sophisticated 
harmonies developed varied in 
direct proportion to the degree of 
urbanization.

In summary, the blues was an 
informal improvised structure which 
preserved the original rhythmic and 
melodic patterns of African music.

The words and music served 
to ease the pain while exultantly 
reaffirming the joys of life. The blues 
singer expressed the hurt and anger 
felt by the listeners thereby forming  
a kinship with the audience. 

I have not really said much  
about the musical aspects of the 
blues form. For now, keep in mind 
that early blues were based on  
simple chord patterns (which have 
subsequently  
been modernized).

We can dive in and deal with 
some of the musical ideas and  
typical chord patterns that devel-
oped in association with the blues 
in a future article.

Doc Grober’s  

  Jazz Corner

Expires: May 31, 2014

BRING  THIS  AD 
FOR

 15% 
Discount

THANK YOU, ADVERTISERS!

Joy Warshauer, GRI, CRS
Realtor Sales Associate

772-216-9153 Cell
Joy.Warshauer@ColdwellBanker.com
www.JoyWarshauer.com
Ocean Village Resident 

      PARADISE
 Hoyt Murphy Realtors®

 100 Mainsail Drive, Fort Pierce, FL 34949
www.FLColdwellBanker.comJoy

Support the Arts!
Corporate funding and sponsorship provided in part by

We sincerely thank our sponsors for their support and contributions, and 
our paying advertisers for their display ads throughout the Milestones. 

BLUES ALLIANCE OF THE TREASURE COASTBLUES ALLIANCE OF THE TREASURE COAST

Scripps Treasure Coast 
Newspapers 
The Sunrise Theatre
The City Of Fort Pierce
Keystone Computer 
Concepts 

Southern Eagle 
Distributing
Fort Pierce Police 
Department
Drummers Only Drum 
Shop

Shann’s Tax Service 
The Blues Alliance  
Of The Treasure Coast
Jane Caggiano, 
Graphic Artist
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2 Major Upcoming Events

On-Going Events
Wednesday - Jazz Jams

Every Other Wed.  
Feb. 12 & 26 

Mar.  26
Apr. 9 & 23

6:30 -9:30 pm • $5 Cover (Members $4) 
Subject to change – check website  

for updates and special events!

Coffee, Cookies & Pastries Available 

2410 Westmoreland Blvd., PSL 

Wednesday - Jazz Jams
Every Other Wed.  

Feb. 5 & 19 
Mar. 5, 12 & 19
Apr. 2, 16 & 30

6 -9 pm • $5 Cover  
Subject to change – check website  

for updates and special events!

Food and Drinks Available 

1180 SE Port St. Lucie Blvd., PSL 

Saturday - Jazz Market
Open 8:00 AM – 1:00 PM  

every Saturday all Year!

 Live Jazz At The Gazebo
1st Sat. of ea. month: 9:00 AM – Noon 

Downtown Fort Pierce  
along the Indian River Waterfront

Managers Donna 
& Bernie Bires

jazz market presents:

Feb 6.....�Dancin’ Shoes Jazz Jam: FDO - The BIG Swingin’ Band  
A jam featuring dancing, open mic, and a concert all in one! 
Heritage Center, VeroBch –  $12

Feb 9...... �Society Variety Theatre at Sunrise Theatre
              Phill Fest will open this event. Performers will include: 

        �• Dave Shelley & Bluestone  
• Phill Fest  
• The FPJ&BS Concert Jazz Ensemble w/ Vocalist Maurice Frank 
• Jensen Beach HS Jazz Band  
• FPJ&BS Scholarship Winners Jazz Ensemble
Hosted by Chris Dzadovsky & James McCreavy 
$37.50 Show, $49.95 VIP (includes brunch)

Feb 11.... �Peter & Will Anderson Saxophone Virtuosos Black Box $10

Feb 25.... �FDO - The BIG Swingin’ Band Night  Black Box $10

Mar 24-28: Jazz & Blues Festival Week

Mar 28... �FDO - The BIG Swingin’ Band Night –Bob Sagnella featured 
on Vocals & Alto Sax  Black Box $21 (Members $18)

Apr 15... �FDO - The BIG Swingin’ Band Night  Black Box $10

Jazz & Blues Festival
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ALTERNATING

WEEKS

A full week of unbelievable jazz,  
blues, and other hot offerings! 3/24-28

Mon...... Phill Fest Quintet

Tues...... �Bluesday Tuesday  
w/Rockin’Jake

Wed...... �FPJ&BS Ensemble  
w/Maurice Frank; 
featuring James McCreavy  
& Steve Ahearn

Thurs.... �Oscar Salas  
Latin Experience

Fri......... �Smooth Jazz w/ 
Sound of Vision  
(Scott Klarman)

Fri Nite: 
Black Box Jazz Wk Finale  

w/FDO, featuring Bob Sagnella 
on Vocals and Alto Saxophone

It's a Brand New Year – 2014 Events List! 
 Please consult our site – www.jazzsociety.org – for up to date info & changes.

Funds raised 
support 

educational  
programs and local 

scholarships.

February 9 
Ft. Pierce

March 24-28 
Waterfront, Ft. Pierce society

variety
THEATRE
at Sunrise Theatre

 February 9 
Ft. Pierce

March 24-28 
Waterfront, Ft. Pierce JAZZ & 

BLUES 
FESTIVAL 

WEEK

POETRY CORNER  By Gene Hull

THE CHET BAKER STORY
In 1952, the young  

Californian trumpet player, Chet 
Baker, joined the Gerry Mulligan 
Quartet, which became an instant 
phenomenon. The group used no 
pianist, which was unique among 
jazz groups. The most prominent  
element that made the Mulligan/
Baker group special, was the inter-
play between Mulligan’s baritone 
sax and Baker’s trumpet. Rather 
than playing identical melody lines 
in unison like bebop giants Charlie 
Parker and Dizzy Gillespie, the two 
would complement each other’s 
playing with contrapuntal touches.  
It often seemed as if they had 
telepathy in anticipating what the 
other was going to play next. 

The Quartet’s version of “My Funny 
Valentine,” featuring an iconic Baker 
solo, was a hit and became the tune  
with which Baker was intimately asso- 
ciated. Because of his unique trum-
pet style, his pleasant singing voice, 
and his charming boyish looks, he 
soon became an international favor-
ite and his popularity rose.

Baker began using heroin in the 
1950s, resulting in an addiction that 
stayed for the remainder of his life. 
At times, Baker pawned his instru-
ments for money to maintain his 
drug habit. In the early 1960s, he 
served more than a year in prison in 
Italy on drug charges. He tried many 
times to recover from his habit, but 
each time returned to it. 

Between 1966 and 1974, Baker 
mostly played flugelhorn, after losing 
his teeth when attacked by a group 
of men outside a club one night. His 
playing and recordings would mostly 
be classified as West Coast jazz. 

From 1978 until his death in 1988, 
Baker resided and played almost 
exclusively in Europe, returning to 
the US roughly once per year for a 
few performances. This was Baker’s 
most prolific era as a recording artist. 
He also toured with saxophonist 
Stan Getz during this period.

At 3:00 a.m. on May 13, 1988, 
Baker was found dead on the Prins 
Hendrikkade walkway, near the 
street below his second-story room 

(Room 210) of Hotel Prins Hendrik 
in Amsterdam.

 Heroin and cocaine were found in 
his hotel room, and an autopsy also 
found these drugs in his body. There 
was no evidence of a struggle, and 
his death was judged to be due to 
an accidental fall.

However, rumors have persisted 
to this day that he was either pushed 
or jumped from his hotel window.

A plaque outside the hotel now 
memorializes him.

A poignant 
poem by re-
nowned British 
poet/author/jazz 
fan, John Henry, 
sums up the life 
of Chet Baker 
with a unique 
poetic way. It 
is from Henry’s 
book, Bluer  
Than This. 

Chet Baker
looks out from his hotel room
across the Amstel to the girl
cycling by the canal who lifts
her hand and waves, and when
she smiles he is back in time
when every Hollywood producer 
wanted to turn his life
into that bitter-sweet story
where he falls badly, but only
in love with Pier Angeli,
Carol Lynley, Natalie Wood;
that day he strolled into the studio,
fall of fifty-two, and played
those perfect lines across
the chords of My Funny Valentine –
and now when he looks up from
his window and her passing smile
into the blue of a perfect sky
he knows this is one of those 
rare days when he can truly fly.

Al Hager, Chairman
Education and  
Scholarship Committee

High school seniors 
in our four county area with an 
interest in jazz have a chance 
to receive a $1,000 scholarship 
to continue their music and jazz 
education. Last year, $9,000 
was presented to nine deserving 
seniors. 

Applicants receive detailed 
instructions on the format and 
content of their essay and sug-
gestions for enhancing their 
audition which will take place at 
one of the Jazz Jams in April and 
May, 2014 Applicants can attend 
the jam sessions at the Sunrise 
Black Box Theater in Ft. Pierce 
Tuesdays or the Port St. Lucie 
Botanical Gardens and Tutto 
Fresco every other Wednesday. 
There is no admission with a 
student ID and they may observe 
or perform. Details are on the 
website: www.jazzsociety.org.  

JAZZ IN THE SCHOOLS is 
our outreach program. This year 
we have visited Martin County 
HS, Hidden Oaks MS, Treasure 
Coast HS and Murray MS. As 
scheduling permits, we will con-
tinue to provide this educational 
interaction between students  
and professional musicians at  
no charge to the schools. If  
you know a director who might 
be interested in bringing the  
FPJ&BS FACULTY ENSEMBLE 
to their school, have them contact 
alfredhager@bellsouth.net.

Plaque at the Hotel Prins 
Hendrik, in Amsterdam

Tuesday - Jazz Jams
Every Tuesday 

Feb. 4, 11, 18 & 25 
Mar. 4, 11, 18 & 25

Apr. 1, 8, 15, 22 &  29
7 -10 pm • $6 Cover (Members $5)  

Subject to change – check website  
for updates and special events!

Full Bar available 

BLACK BOX
117 S. 2nd St, Downtown Ft. Pierce 
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FPJ&BS Receives Generous Donation 
by Chris Hulka, Vice President Operations

Several months ago, The FPJ&BS 
was informed of the Beerworks 
Charitable Foundation, that each 
year, rewards selected local non-
profit organizations for their commit-
ment, dedication and service to the 
community with monetary donations 
to further their individual cause(s).  

Vice President of Administration, 
Mia Batalini and I made an appoint-
ment to meet with the Beerworks’ 
Board of Directors to explain our 
mission statement and all that the 
FPJ&BS has done for the past 
seventeen years including our Jazz 
Jams, school workshops, clinics, 
master classes, free concerts and 
especially our Scholarship Program 
that rewards local high school grad-
uates $1000.00 merit scholarships 
to further their college studies in the 
music field. The Beerworks folks 
were absolutely astounded that we 
accomplish what we do on a com-
pletely volunteer basis.

Our Society musicians, always  
eager to perform, volunteered to  

 
provide the musical entertainment 
for the Beerworks Foundation’s  
annual Beerfest fundraiser on  
November 16th, 2013 at the  
Port St. Lucie Civic Center. The 
crowd was elated to hear the live 
jazz and to feel the honest en-
thusiasm of our virtual “army” of 
volunteers manning the Society’s 
information booth. The event was 
an overwhelming success. 

Imagine several hundred selfless 
volunteers working together with  
the same mindset of giving back  
to the community, making sure that 
every patron left with a smile on 
their face. 

Recently, FPJ&BS President, Don 
Bestor, Jr., received a check from  
Beerworks Charitable Foundation in 
the amount of $3,500.00 which will 
help our young scholarship winners 
with the overwhelming costs of  
college tuition. 

Beerworks Charitable  
Foundation, Thank You!

 

To say that we need more organi-
zations like Beerworks Charitable 
Foundation is an obvious under-
statement. However, the FPJ&BS 
will NEVER forget the fact that the 
majority of our Scholarship Pro-
gram’s funding comes from our 
dedicated members. 

Remember:  
We could not do what  
we do, without YOU! 

FDO - THE big swingin' band

       THE  
 ROWDY  

        MICKS

PADDY KING 
SITS IN

SOME 
IRISH 

DANCERS 
SHOWED  
UP TOO!
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DAVE 
SHELLEY 

& BLUESTONE

DELTA DAVE & LAGOON SQUAD
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Profile of Christopher Ketcham
By Mia Battalini

Thanksgiving Season re-
minds us that we have many won-
derful reasons to be thankful. One  
of them is our Student Liaison  
Volunteer, Christopher Ketcham. 

In August of 2012, Christopher 
stopped by one of our Tuesday Jazz 
Jams at the Black Box and was im-
pressed with what was going on.  Af-
ter sitting in with the ensemble, play-
ing drums, he asked how he could 

get more involved in the Fort Pierce 
Jazz & Blues Society. Right then he 
became a volunteer and started by 
helping out at an upcoming Water-
side Blues Concert. Next, in 2013, he 
signed up to work daily alongside the 
setup/teardown crew at the week-
long Jazz & Blues Festival.

In June of 2013 Christopher was 
responsible for putting together the 
first FPJ&BS Student Jazz Ensemble. 
They performed a successful debut 

concert at the Saturday jazz market 
on June 8th, and then again on  
December 21, 2013.

When FPJB&S was presented with 
a community outreach idea of bring-
ing music to the after school program 
at Lincoln Park Community Center 
our President, Don Bestor, Jr. was 
very keen to take on the project – but 
was faced with it conflicting with our 
ongoing weekly jazz jams at the Sun-
rise Theatre Black Box. Christopher 

stepped in and volunteered to spear-
head the classes. Here is a quote 
from Jennifer Anglin, Special Facilities 
Coordinator, “Chris has been instru-
mental in creating both an interest 
and an awareness of Jazz as an art 
form. The participants have respond-
ed well to Chris’ teaching and have 
formed quite a bond with him. Chris’ 
comfort level with the participants is a 
testament to his skills for his intended 
career as a music instructor.”

Now a Lincoln Park Academy 
senior, music has been Christopher’s  
passion since the third grade. He 
plays drums and vibes and is a regu-
lar at the weekly jazz jams enjoying 
every minute he is able to sit in and 
jam with the professional musicians. 
He has a very impressive resume and 
is committed to continually grow-
ing and learning and helping others 
in any way he can. Here indeed is a 
young man with a very bright future.

 We are delighted that he is an 
active member of our organization 
and an asset to our community. We 
will be following his career with great 
interest. Christopher Ketcham is one 
of the rare and wonderful young mu-
sicians who will keep the great music 
of jazz and blues alive in our schools 
and community.
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Representative Larry Lee Jr.  
and the student ensemble

Mia with Ed Matthews, 
PSL Director  
of Parks and  

Recreation

Mia with St. Lucie county  
commissioner Kim Johnson

Chris works with  
the  music and  

dance club students

Chris and the kids with  
pastor roundtree

FPJ&BS ENSEMBLE


